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drawn up, and publiſhed, by Order of the. 
ASSOCIATE SYNoD, at their Meet= 
I on the ad of September . 


— 


To which are ea | 


OBSERVATIONS on the- Nature of the 
Laws now in force againſt Poezery;. and 

on the danger and impropriety of repel. 
| them.” F 0 


EDINBURGH: 
Printed by Gavin ALS TON. 
Sold by WI IL LIAN Gxay, front of the 
Exchange; and by the bookſellers in 
3 town and country. 
N. *DCC-LELT Xs 


2 ela made ** the committee 2 vertu 
That a judicious and well-ſupported warning 
gainſt Popery be ſpeedily publiſhed —appointe 
committee, (any fix of them being a quorum) 
to meet in the ſeſſion-houſe this day, to prepare aid} 
warning ;—and empowered them to appoint any! 


| 


ot their number as a ſub- committee, with power 


to adjourn „. as the may find nes 


_ ceffary, till they have finiſhed this buſineſs. — 
—And the Synod further recommend, to all the ti. 
niſters under their inſpection, carefully to inſtruct 


and eſtabliſh their hearers 1 in the truths of the goſpel, 


in oppoſition to the abominations of Popery. 


Extracted by Joux Brown, Syn. c.. 


Edinburgh, Sept. 2 137 
The Committee appointed, for drawing up anc 
 bliſhing a warning againſt Popery, met 2— 


prayer, — Mr Bao x Was choten clerk. Appointed: | 


ſub-commuttee. 


Edinburgh, Dec. 1. dp 
The Committee met.——Read over a draught of a 


Warning againſt Popery, and made e obſervas | 
tions thereon-, 


aden loco, Dec. 2, 1778. 


pery, paragraph by paragraph, and made corrections 


thereon, — Unanimouſly approved the ſame, and or- 


dered it to be publiſhed with all convenient ſpeed ; as 
a means of awakening the generation, and directing 


them, 1 in the preſent alarming criſis, to * wy | 


F, 


Read again the draught of a Warning againſt Po. 
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un Lord Jelis 5 bene a 
e woe unto the world becaule of of: | 
* fences; for,” fays he, .it muſt needs be 
that offences come, Matth. xviit: 5. And 
the apoſtle ſays, © there muſt be hereſies in 
* the church,” 1 Cor. xi. 19. Hiſtory tells 
us, that theſe predictions have beer realized. 
The apoſtolic writings ſhow what quick and 
dangerous advances corruption and defection 
made, in the ſpace of a very few years, "aſter 
the firſt eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian church. 
faction and ſchiſm prevailed at Corinth, 
1 Cor. ii.: the doctrine of a fianer's free ju- 
Aification in the fight of God. by the righ- 
teouſnefs of Chriſt, imputed to him, and te- 
ceived by faith alone, was oppoſed amon 
the Galatians: the obligation of the mor, 
hw upon the con fciences of believers was TC. 
fuſed, James 5. : the Godhead of Chriſt was 
denied, John i. 1 John ü. 2323-: the lt 
redtion of the dead was impugned, 3 Cor. . 
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.; and the man of fin, the ſon of perdition, 
who exalteth himſelf above all that is call- 
ed God, or that is worſhipped, was even then 
_ wworking, as the myſtery of iniquity, 2 Theſſ. ii. 


Tux error, idolatry, and tyranny founded 
on ambition and uſurpation, which wrought, 
with leſs ſhow and ſucceſs, during the-firſt 
three ages of Chriſtianity, while oppoſed by 
the imperial Pagan government of Rome, be- 
came, in time, an united ſyſtem of abomina- 
tion, under the indulgence and protection. of 
the emperors who favoured Chriſtianity : and 
then was that wicked one gradually revealed, 
who poſſeſſed all the characters of the ſecond 
beaſt, which the apoſtle ſaw rifing out of the 
ſea, Rev. xiii, This myſtery of iniquity, be- 
came at length ſo powerful, and ſo exceed- 
ingly corrupt, that it was juſtly called, “ The 
c mother of harlots, and abominations of the 
. earth,” Rev. xvii. 5. The Rings of the earth 
committed fornication with her, and the in- 
| habitants of the earth were made drunk with 
the. wine of her fornication, Rev. xvii. 2.; 
yea, all the world wondered after the beaſt 
Rev. xiii. 3. | | 


& durveying. the abomination that hare 


$4783) 

Made the Chriſtian church deſolate, it is not 
. neceflary to examine the partial and growing 
deviations of this or that church or party, 
from the original ſyſtem of divine truths and 
inſtitutions, which had been delivered to the 
ſaints. An enquiry of this fort would be te- | 
dious, the principles uncertain, and the re- 
ſult of it of ſmall importance to us. But the 
word of God has ſo particularly deſcribed the 
character of that apoſtate church which was 
to ariſe in the latter times; and the cleareſt 
facts, correſponding with divine predictions, 
have ſo remarkably exemplified every part of 
the odious character in the church of Rome, 
that there can be no doubt en the e ä 
euerer of it. | 


4, ERA e, 
{leepy condition, being liable to be corrupted 
from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt, by the acti- 
vity and craftineſs of the emiſfaries of Rome, 
who have crept into the Britiſh iſlands, and lie 
in wait to deceive; the Committee lay hold on 

the occaſion, to ſet before the public eye the 

errors and corruptions of popery, with the 
incorrigibleneſs of that enormeus body, by 
whoſe intrigues- and artifices this' ſyſtem of 
tyranny and abomination is upheld ;---and 
the impreflions of divine agency;'on the riſe 
and progreſs of tlie 3 from it. 

| 66 
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I. Tax corruptions of popery, and the in- 


corrigibleneſs of that enormous body, by 
whoſe © intrigues and artifices this ſyſtem 
of a and abomination is upheld, 162% 


To invelligate all the various ſteps, where- 


by the church of Rome, To clearly deſcribed, 


in the ſacred writings, as the man of n, roſe 


to that power and influence, which threaten- 


ed the civil, as well as religious intereſts of 
mankind, might gratify curioſity; but our 


preſent buſineſs is only to delineate the cha- 
racter of that monſter of iniquity, as it & treads 


<< the holy city under foot, Rev. xi. 2,;and *as 


God, ſitteth in the temple of God,” 2 Theſſ. 


1. 4. This church, in its complex ſtate, is 
called the kingdom of the beaſt, Rev. xvi. 10. 
in oppoſition to the church of Chriſt, which is 


called bis kingdom, John xvüi. 36. and he king- 

dom of heaven, Matth. xiii. To juſtify this 
cenſure, the following articles of impeach- 
ment are exhibited =. the faith and man- 
ners, the PER and bn of the Romiſh 
| ce. | 


FOND 'T> | Tas TP Sts of 3 chick of 


Rome are moſt Ie and pernicious. 


| No "th hadthe Lord fa the good 
ſeed. of his word in the apoſtolic churckes, 


2. 
8 


432 


dy any means, from that ſimplicity which is 


they had fulfilled the peculiar and extraordi- 


nary ſervice, whereunto they. were appointed, 

and had reſted from their labours, his affdui- 
| ty did not abate. The conſequence wis,thit - 
| hereſies, on every article of the Chriſtian faith, 


were advanced, revwed, and propagatid, by 
different perſons, and with different views, 


bor upwards of three handred years. But, 
. arcugh the manifeſtation of the truth, und 

s me foupplics of the Holy Spirit, 'theſe errots 
ere confeunded, and the doctrine f Ohriſt 
is trivmphed. © In proceſs of time, many of cheſe 

a- Ldeteſtable errors were methodized in the 
n- 


ed ſyſtem. It is not denied, that, in her 
work ſtate, ſhe MIl maintained many pretious 


657%: for without out doing fo, the could not be ; 
hid to fit in he Temple of Gad. But ſhe has ith- + 


1 priſoned theſe truths ſhe maintains, by pla- 


hes, MWg them. in the * n connec 


3 


Gin the devil, who was a murdefer trom cke 
beginning; and abode not in the truth, em- 
pidyed all his helliſh influence to corrupt them, 


in Chriſt, and to change the truth of God in- 


to a lie. His furceſs was very conſiderable, . 
eren during the life of the apoſtles ; and after 


church of Roine, and formed ipta an eſtablifni- | 


\ 


— 


c cation and obedience. to the law, the n: 
% ments: her five baſtard ſacraments; with 


. ..« trine, added to the eee of the trut 


63 
lions with her own inventions, and by affy. 


ming the ſole power of dominion over the 
faith and conſciences of mankind. She makes 
the ſcripture to depend wholly on her own 
teſtimony, for the authority, truth, and ſ-nſe 
of it; and the oral tradition of the church, 
the affirms, are to be received, with equal piety 


and reverence, as the books of the Old and 
New Teſtament. * She pretends to be infal- 


lible in all her deciſions, and eſtabliſhes her 


own authority, as the reaſon of all Chriſtian 


faith and obedience. Having laid theſe foun- 
dations, ſhe has raiſed a ſuperſtructure, that 


is perfectly agreeable to ſuch corrupt prin- 


..ciples, in “ her erroneous doctrine againſt 
r the ſufficiency of the written word, the per- 
4. fection of the law; the office of Chriſt and 
4 his bleſſed goſpel: her corrupted doctrine 
* concerning original fin, our natural inabi- 
* flity and rebellion to God's law, our juſtis- 


cation by faith only; our imperfect ſanctiß 
4 ture, number, and uſe of the holy facr 


c all her rites, ceremonies and falſe doc- 


# oa Dips Pius“ creo Article 13. 14 Decrees of the 


— — 2 
* 


@ * 

60 facraments without the word of God: hier 
« cruel judgment againſt infants. departing 
« without the facrament: her abſolute neceſ · 
* ſity of baptiſm : her blaſphemous opinion 

« of tranſubſtantiation, or real preſence of 
« Chriſt's body in the gjements, and receiving 
Jof the ſame by the wicked, or bodies of 
d men: her diſpenſation with folemn oaths, 
' perjuries, and degrees of matriage forbid- 
er « den in the word: her cruelty againſt the 
n « innocent divorced : her deviliſh maſs : her 
n- « blaſphemous priefthood : her profane ſacri- 
at « fice for the ſins of the dead and the quick : : 
n. © her canonization of men; calling upon an- 
gels or faints departed; worſhipping of i- 
„ magery, relics and croſſes; dedicating of 
„ kirks, altars, days; ; vows to creatures: her 


* « purgatory, prayers for the dead; praying 
| «or ſpeaking in a ſtrange language; with her - 
proceſſions and blaſphemous litany, and 


* multitude of advocates or mediators * Ber 
« manifold orders, auricular confeſſion: her 
« deſperate and wncertain repentance: her 
general and-doubtfome faith: her ſatisfac- 
tion of men for their ſins: her juſtification 
* by works, works of ſupererogation, merits; 
* pardons, peregrinations and ſtations: her 
* holy water, baptiſing of bells, conjuring of 
* ſpirits, crofling, ſayning, anointing, conju- 

6 ming, hallowing of God's good — 


0-0-3 
« with the ſuperſlitious opinion joined ther- 
+. with.”----—Theſe are à catalogue of ſome of 
the corrupt and pernicious doctrines of tlie 
church of Rome, expreſsly r e and ah. 
jured, upon the cleareſt grounds, in the na- 
_ eee Scoclandx. eee 
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* Art. 2. Tur manners of the Gbufch of 
Rome are, in many points, exceedingly is 
pious and wicked. nn 


* 


"Tux words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt are” 


wholeſome, and contain doctrines which arg 
accorging to godlineſs. The faith, once deli, 
vered to the ſaints, is holy and ſapRifying; 
though, it muſt be confeſſed, the apaſtolie 
churches ſoon begag to leave their firſt love, 
Rev. ii. 4. The corruption of their morals 
was the effect. of the corrupt opinions prope 
gated, among them. The vices, which pre- 
vailed for ſeveral of the carlieſt ages of Chri- 
ſtianity, were ſo various, that they cannot be 
brought under any particular arrangement. 
Conformity to the world, joining its influ- 
ence to the errors that occaſionally ſprung 
vp, gave particular forms to immorality in 

different places. However, if we conſidet 

the conditioa of the church, it muſt be ac 

knawledged, that the ſirſt ages of Chriſt 


® See the natianal covenant, Page 2d. 


Fas! — mn, — FLY 3 W «- Td n POS 1 Le the 


— 


md — x 


| many of her groſſeſt abominations are the 


(9 ) 


anity were very pure, in compariſon of the | 
following : and the farther removed-from the _ 


apoſtolic age, the morals of Chriſtians became i 


ſtill more and more degenerate: When error: 
obtained an eſtabliſnment under the papacy, 
then iniguity aſſumed a. certain ſhape, corre · 
ſponding to the pernicious doctrines ſhe held, 


and to the ſel6h purpoſes. of her intereſt and | 


ambition. Then the church of Rome was vi- 
fbly impreſſed with that infamous character, 


the habitation of devils, and the hold of 
every foul ſpirit ; a cage of every unclean and 
hateful bird, Rev. xviii, 2. She did not only 
commit all uncleanneſs with greedineſs, but 
was bold enough to eſtabliſh it by a law. Not 
ſatisfied with breaking the commandments of 
God, ſhe taught men to do fo: and very 


fault of ber religion. Popery is ſubverſive of 
practical religion, It teaches thoſe doctrines, 
and allows thoſe. liberties, which naturally 
produce all Kinds of ſenſuality, and. boldneſs 
in doing evil. It inveſts the Pope with an ab- 
/uute power of diſpenſing with ſeveral of the: 
commands of God; of abſolving men from 
the moſt ſolemn pot. Ya vows, and covenants ;. 
of reverſing lawful marriages, and conſecra- 
ting inceſtuous connections; of granting li- 

cences to commit any ſort of ſins, for a very 
\mall expence ; of pardoning the moſt flagi-. 


({ bo ) 


tious rebels againſt the light both of reafon 
and revelation, upon the payment of a mode- 


rate fine to the church; and of transferring 
the merit of ſome, who are ſuppoſed to be 


more righteous than the law of God requires 


them to be, unto ſuch as live and die in the 


neglect of every religious duty. To crown 


the whole, the poor deluded vulgar are taught 
to conſider the Pope, in all theſe tranſactions, 
as the Vicar of Chriſt, and to reckon him infa. 
lible in all his determinations. The practical lan- 
guage of ſuch doctrine is, Every one that 
« doth evil, is good in the ſight of the Lord, 
« and he delighteth in them,” Mal, ii, 17. 


Az r. 3. Taz church of Rome, which is 
rent with the moſt diſgraceful ſchiſms, main- 
tains an appearance. of unity, upon principles 
that are altogether inconſiſtent with the ſpi- 
rit of the goſpel. 


Tux union of the apoſtolic churches was 
founded in the common ſalvation, which was 
preached to them, and believed by them. 


A profeſſion of their faith in the perſon and 


mediation of Chriſt, and of their.' obedience 
to all his commandments, was a ſatisfying 
recommendation of all who profeſſed this 
good \ profeſſion, to be baptiſed and joined 
to thoſe holy ſocieties, wherein faith and 
love were the powerful principles of u- 


neee mm 


1119 3 
nion and harmony. Their fellowſhip was | 
not ſupported by external violence; it did 


not depend upon the determinations and au- 
+ thority of à viſible head : but it was main - 
tained ſolely under the influence of the truths 
they believed and obeyed, upon the credit of 
divine authority. This was their happy and 
Advantageous ſituation, until their minds wert, 
by ſome means, corrupted from the Kaup 


city that is in Chriſt. By loſing ſight of the 


authority, and love of the truth, as it is in je- 
ſus, the primitive Chriſtians became attached 


to men of reputation; ſome ſaying we are of 


Paul, others, we are of Apollas, and others, we 
are of Cephas, while many caſt off aft regard 


both to miniſters and ordinances of divine ap- 


pointment, and pretended they were of Chriſt, 


whoſe Spirit immediately taught them all 


things, without any other inſtructor, 1 Cor, i. 


10. 1. Tg. and chap. iii. 1.—11. Theſe fac- 
tions were principally occaſioned by fa ſe 1 teach- 
ers, who crept into the churches, and gained 
credit, by ſoothing corrupt views and paſſions; 
28 we fee in the caſe of the churches of An- 
tiech, Galatia, and Corinth. Such diſſentions, 
produced by artful, bold, and ambitious men, 
were too much encouraged by many who 
really loved the truth; and made dangerous 
advances for ſeveral ages. The advantages 
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but humanly ſpeaking, theſe animoſities muſt 
. have been fatal to the cauſe of Chriſt, had not 


ruin of his church, by. compelling her to © re- 
Foy member how ſhe had received and heard” 
her principles in the oracles of God, Rev. iii. 


hock: and thus the blcod of martyrs be · 
tried, fees and ſettled. 


eſtabliſhed aA political union among his- delu · 


i 
'2 
1 
5 
Fi 
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(ans x? 


truth obtained in fair diſputation were great; 


ſucceſſive ſcenes of perſecution prevented the 


3. Selfiſhneſs and pride could not ſtand the 


came the ſeed of a new vigour and union to 
the church, which was hereby refined ny 


Wurx Roman Antichrift was 8 ke 


theria an unlimited attachment to the Pope, 
As the viſible head of the church. The kings of 
the earth having agreed to give their power 

and ſtrength unto the beaſt, Rev. xvii. 13. he 
cauſed all, both ſmall and great, rich ang 
poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in 
their right hand, or in their foreheads; and 
that no man might buy or ſell, ſave he that 

bad the mark, or the name of the beaſt, or 
the number of his name, Rev. xiii. 16. 17. 
This is an exact abridgement of the beaſt's ai 

＋ uniſormity, as one calls it * ; and the forege- 

ing verfe informs us, how it is enforced : for 

* Robertſon in loc, 


- ages. Ex 
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ag many as would not worlhip the image df 
e the beaſt, ſhould be killed.“ --Does the 
church of Rome boaſt of he union of ber mem- 
bers among themſelves, and with the Pope, their 
vijſible head, as an infallible proof of her being 
the only true church *? Let us not marvel at 
the matter: for her union is neither founded un 
the ſame principles, nor promoted by the” fame” 
means, which produced and preſerved the u- 
nity of the Spirit in the bond of peace 4- 
mong the apoſtolic churches. (1.) It is not 
founded on the ſame principles. The faith 
and duty of Roman Catholics are entirely 
built on the authority of their church. The 
word of God has no authority with them, 


but what it derives from the teſtimony of the 


church; and it has no other meaning, but 
| what ariſes from her determinations. In the 
apoſtolic churches, the ſcriptures: were recei- 


ved, not on the credit of the apoſtles teſti- 


mony, but on the powerful evidence of their - 


intrinſic authority, 1 Cor. ii. 5.; not in a 
partial narrow ſenſe, but in their own great 
and obvious meaning, 2 Pet. i. 20. (2.) It is 
not promoted by the fame means. Their u- 
dion has been all along maintained, either by 
the terrors of the civil ſword; by maſſacres, 
dragooning, and the cruel mercies of the in- 


quiſition : or elſe, by keeping their people in 
* Bellarmine de notis eccleſiæ. 
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the moſt wretched ignorance of the word df 
God, that they may not have eyes to ſee, or 


ears to hear, and hearts to underſtand; that 


they might be converted and ſaved. Where. 
as, in the apoſtohe churches, the love of the 
ſaints to each other abounded in knowledge, 
and in all judgment, Phil. i. 9. 10. 27. To 
all which it may be added, that the church of 
Rome is only anxious to ſupport her own au- 
thority, and defend her own credit, to promote 
her own intereſt, and to propagate her own 
opinions. Indeed it would be unreaſonable 
to expect any thing better, in that Antichri- 
ſtian church, where pride and covetouſneſs 
uſurp the throne of God himſelf, 2 Theſſ. ii.. 


Axr. 4. Taz church of Rome has altogether 
changed the ordinances of Chriſt, concerning 
the diſcipline and government of his church. 


DexecT1ons from theappointmentofChrik, 
concerning the order of his houſe, began even 
in the apoſtolic age. Ambition, and luſt of pow- 
er, prompted ſome to aſpire after degrees of pre- 
eminence, that are inconſiſtent with the perfect 
equality of New-Teſtament elders. Diotrephes 
aſſumed it by a ſort of violence, 3 John ix. 10:3 
while others courted it by an inſinuating 
addreſs, Gal. vi. 12. 43. 2 Tim. iii. 6. Some: 


8! 91 
times, dicipline was ſcrewed up, on the me. 


ſcandalous pretences, torigorous ſeverity 
on other occafions, it was moſt 8 re-- 


laxed. Diotrephes received not the brethren, 
and forbade them that would, and caft them- 
ont, 3 John 10. The churches of Corinth, 


Pergames, and Thyatira, were ſinfully negli- 
gent, 1 Cor, vi. Rev. ii. For ſeveral ages that 


| followed the death of the apoſtles, piety, learn- 


ing, prudence, age, and experience, were the 
only means of procuring ſuperior influence to 
any miniſter. But Chriſtianity having obtain 
ed a legal eſtabliſhment in the reign of Cn 
tine the Great, the emperor's generoſity opened a 
large field, for the emulation of ſuch ambitious 
churchmen as regarded their own honogr and 


| worldly intereſt, more than the honour that co- 


meth from God only. As gratification only 
ſerves to ſtrengthen luſt, and impel a proud ſpi- 
rit to purſue its purpoſes, in more daring paths 
to wealth and preferment, we need not won- 
der, that ſucceſsful ambition and uſurpation, 
under the patroaage of civil power, puſhed 
forward without Ropping, till the biſhop of 
Rome obtained a general ſubmiſſion to his arro- 
gant claim of being univerſal biſhop in the Chri- 
tian church, and her /upreme vifible head. This 
Antichriſtian title was firſt conferred by the 
emperor Phocas on Baniface III, for himſeK 


* 


Q's) 


0 his ſucceſſors, in the ſee of Rome, by ati 
abſolute decree, which paſſed, for that purpoſe, 
about the year 606 or 608: Then the Roman 
Antichriſt was revealed ia “ his worldly monat- 
chy, and wicked bierarchy*;" conſiſting of many 
orders of miniſters, loaded with wealth, ho- 
nours, and powers; altogecher ' inconſiſtent 


witk the inſtitution of Chriſt, with the pro- 
ſperity. of the church, with the rights of civil 


magiſlrates, and with the liberty of the con- 
ſciences of men. 1 This heavy charge againſt 
the church of Rome is founded on the ſtrong · 
eſt evidence. For, (1) The popiſh hierarchy, 
conſiſting of cardinals, primates, patriarchs, 


archbiſhops, dioceſan biſhops, ſuffragans, G. 


&'c, with the Pope at their head, is manifeſtly 
contrary to the inſtitution of Chriſt, Luke 
xxii. 24.30. When the apoſtles and elders 
ſat in the ſynod of Jeruſalem, they had equal 
authority in deciding upon the buſineſs that 
came before them, Acts xv.: and our Lord 
Jeſus ſaid to his diſciples, One is your ma- 
<« ſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are brethren,” 
Mat. xxiu. 8, The pretenſions of popery de- 
{troy the equality of power which Chriſt hath 
committed to church · rulers. (2.) It is deeply in 
jurious to the proſperity of the church, which 
is God's heritage and property, 1 Pet. v. iu. 
Thoſe who bear cflices in the church, muſt be 


National covenant of Scotland. ＋ Ibid. 
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walled to them by the church herſclf: ande- 1 
very call which comes from any other quar - | 
ter muſt be eſſentially defective. Oppreſſion 
and tyranny are the neceſſary conſequence 
of all the acceſſions ariſing to the church, from 
its combination with the kingdoms of this 
world. When ſhe ceaſes to be independent, | 
her proſperity ceaſes in courſe. (3.) It is e- 
verſive of the rights of civil magiſtrates, 'be- 
ing a worldly monarchy. The conſtitution 
of the church of Rome is entirely adjuſted to 
the ſelfiſh views of the covetous and ambitious 
mind, It was eſtabliſhed under the pretence 
af an authority purely ſpiritual, but has ever 
been applied to. purpoſes the maſt different 
imaginable. Its ſecular magnificence, its earth · 
ly original, its unſupportable pride, its inſa- 
liable avarice, its notorious encroachments on 


al civil power, its carnal policy, and its deteſt- 
lat able cruelty, evidently prove, that the votaries 


rd af the Roman church are enemies both to 
ns the kingdom of Chriſt, and to the juſt rights, 
* of civil magiſtracy. (4) The popiſh diſcipline 
de- and adminiſtration are fatal to that liberty 
ath inreligious matters wherewith Chriſt hath made 
in- Aa his diſciples free. They impoſe all their errors 
ich that have been defined by their canons and 
iü. councils; and require an implicit faithand blind 
be obedience t to thoſe oracles. Their ſubjects muſt | 

| fay they believe what os church believeswhe- ; 


(1 ) 

ther they do or not. They muſt underſtand with 
her underſtanding, and contrary to their own ; 
or elſe, What? Not that which every rea- 
ſonable man would think, and has a right to 
expect j. not ſcripture-argument, reaſon, and 
the repreſentation of truth, in a fair and con- 
- vincing light ;---but, opprobrious names, ſo- 
lemn curſes, a ſentence of excommunication, 
and then cruel uſage, corporal puniſhment, and 
every wholeſome* ſeverity, that is, all kinds of 
perſecution in their turns, and every degree of 
it. But nature ſickens at the ſtory, while re- 
ligion turns away her ear with abhorrence, 
and groans for her ſuffering and bleeding 
children. Such is the ſpirit, and ſuch are the 

deſtructive meaſures ot wy church of Rome! | , 


ER 5. TE E worſhip of the lilies ur Rande is 
groſsly corrup ted with idolatry and ſuperſtition: 


Some of Has deteſtable doctrines on this 
head have been mentioned on the firſt arti- 
cle; and a larger enumeration could not an- 
ſwer our preſent purpoſe. © Two things are 
certain, in particular, concerning her wor- 
ſhip: (t.) She preſcribes the worſhip of ſainii, 5 
of the Virgin Mary, of angels, of conſecrated i- 
mages, of rehcs, and of the ſacramental elements. 
And, (2.) Her worſhip is clogged with ſo 

many * ceremonies, borrowed partly 


1 9 


from the Jews; but moſtly from Heathens, 
that it has no appearance of the ſimplicity 


which is in Chriſt, Her worſhip is ſo entirely 
modelled - by the commandments of men, 
that it is abominable in N fight} of _ 


Matth, XV, 94 * e P As ki 1d * * #7 


Azr. 6. Tk ſyſtem of the popiſh doarine; 


and even the holy fcriptures;” muſt only. be 
received by her members in that preciſe ſenſe 


and form, wherein the church 2 OI 


_ ae e 8 
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runs in theſe words: I admit the holy ſerip- 


« tures in the ſame ſenſe that holy mother-churth 


* doth, whoſe buſineſs it is to judge of the true 
4 ſenſe and interpretation thereof; and I 
vill interpret them according to the unani- 
* mous conſent of the fathers,” Thus the au- 
thority and evidence of the truths of God are ſet 
aſide, in order to make room for tlie authority 
and wiſdom of men. Surely this faith does not 
ſand upon the foundation of the apoſtles and 
prophets: for, contrary to the deſign of tha 


apoſtohe confelſtons and articlet & faith, which 
was to fix the attention and faith of the church: 
es ſolely upon the word of God, the popiſn 
church deſignedly carries the attention and 


ith of hey members away Rom that word, us 


* 
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{( 20 ) 
engages them wholly for herſelf: ſo that 2 
Romiſh confeſſor is only allowed te profct; 
lis belief of the ſcriptures under this redupli- 
cating limitation, © as they are received and 
« explained by the church :” or, in other 
words, He believes the church, and not the word 
of Ged. 


 AxT. 7. Tux church of Rome, under the 
Papacy, is ſo univerſally corrupted, ſo incor- 
Tigible, and ſo violent in impoſing her errors, 
idolatries, and blaſphemies, on the conſciences 
of mankind, that an attempt to promote re- 
formation, by agg der communion, is ab- 
9 necellary. | 


Wuzy error, corrption, and vice, e 
intolerably groſs, and general in any particu- 
lar church; and when ſhe is deaf to all regu- 
lar means of conviction, - -the conſtitution of 
the apoſtolic churches has provided, as af 
expedient for a reformation, that the leſſer 
number in her communion, who retain their 
integrity, ſhall withdraw from the corrupt 
body.----Perhaps the proſecution of this mea. 

ure may not bring about a general reforma- 
tion in the church, that has departed from 
the faith, obedience, and liberty of the truth; 
yet hereby the leſſer number will, like the few 
1 names Chriſt had even in Sardis, preſerie 
$ | the own garments. undefiled, Rev. iii. 14 


| C) 15 
Every degree of defection, error, and mif- 
conduct, will not warrant ſeparation from a 
church. There were ſome very groſs irregulart- 
ties in many of the churches, even during 
the apoſtolic age. Diſorders and corruptions, 


in doctrines and morals, worſhip and diſcipline, 


did much abound at Corinth; in Galatia; 
in the church where Diotrephes was miniſter, 
3 John; at Epheſus, Rev, ii. 4. 5. ; at Pergamus, 
Rev, ii. 14. 15. 16.; and in ſeveral other church- 
es: yet apoſtacy was not come to that pitch in 
them which would juſtify a ſeparation. To 
ſuppoſe that a few inſtances of defection would 
authorize a ſeparation from the greater part 
of a church, is a principle of the moſt perni- 
cious tendency. in ſociety ; and, if admitted, 
would unhinge its conſtitution, and throw eve- 
ry thing into confuſion. Yet it ig plain, that a 
church may go ſuch lengths in apoſtacy from 
the conſtitution, order, and worſhip of the 
kouſe of God, as to render a ſeparation from 
her communion .not only innocent, but ho- 
nourable and neceſſary. The peace of the 
church, and the unity of her members, are 
certainly objects of the utmoſt importance in 
the view of Chriſt ant his faints; but the 
peace which Chriſt commands us to purſue, 
and the unity which his members ſhould en- 
deavour to keep, are founded in truth, and e- 
ſtabliſhed in holines. The ſcripture every 


| 6229 
where inculcates peace and unity upon this | 
principle; and. aſſures us, that ſeparation is 
the lait expedient in a deſperate caſe. This 
meaſure muſt be criminal, where communion 
.can-be preſerved, without being obliged to 
do manifeſt injury to a good conſcience, either 
by neglecting manifeſt duty, or committing 
ſin. Where the conditions of church - com- 
munion are lawful, ſeparation muſt. be ſin · 


* nenn eiu, N 1 38 
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| 8 the doctrines of the church of Rome are 
-moilt corrupt” and pernicious; that her man- 
nets are; in many points, exceedingly-impious 
and wicked, and many of her groſſeſt abomi- 
nations are the fault her religian; that ſhe is, 
in fact, rent with the moſt diſgraceful ſchiſms, 
and only maintains the appearance of union, 
by the terrors of the civil ſword, eee 
her members to confeſs her autliority, of 
elſe, by the ignorance of the heedleſs multi- 
tude, attached to her pompous name; that 
ſhe has altogether changed che 'ordinarices of 
Chriſt; relating to the government and diſci - 
pline ef his church, and has eſtabliſhed 2 
 <vortdly monarchy and wicked hierarchy; upon 
principles which are contrary to the inſtis 
tution of -Chriſt,- injurious to the proſperity 
of the church, evexſi ve. of the rights of civil 
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wagiftrates, and fatal to Chriſtian)! 


K 
— 2 


that her worſhip is groſsly corrupted! with i. i- 
dolatry and fuperfitior, both in regard ' to | 
| its object, and the manner of erſorming it; 


and that her members are obliged to re- 
ceive the holy ſcriptures upon che credit 
of her 'own authority only. and in her own 

enſe. Theſe, abominations have made the 


| hurch deſolate, and have troden the holy city 


under foot, Rev. xi. 2. ; and therefore, to conti- 


uue in her communion, can neither be ſafe n nor 


prudent, nor conformable to the” main Pure 


poſes of Chriſtian fellowſhip. i ina chürch-ſtate, 


Rev, xiil. 15. 16. 17. And he had power to 
6 give life unto the, i image of the beaſt, that 


« the image of the beaſt ſhould' both ſpeak, 
« and cauſe that as many as wouldinot wore: 
* ſhip the image of the beaſt ſhould be kill 

„ ed. And he cauſeth all, both Tmalt and 

( great, rich and poor, free and bond, to re? 
ceive a mark in their right hand, or in their 
« foreheads: and that no man might buy or 

« fell, ſave he that had the mark, of the name 
* of the beaſt, or the number of his name. 5 


2 Cor. vi. 14.18. © Be ye not unequally yo- 


„ ked together with unbelievers: for What 


* fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with unrigh- 


* teouſneſs? . and what communion bath -- 
* light with darkneſs? and What concord | 
# bath Chriſt with belial ! ? or what part hath 


* 


SZ. 


- 
* 
2 
* 
* 
5 
i 
\ 
** 
* 
* 
N 7 
& 
* 
» 
l 


rater, becomes ſo corrupt and imperious, (6 
_ degenerate and incorrigible, ſhe ſtands in the 


do in a pure church, who ſhould obſtinately 
maintain the ſame dangerous opinions, or dv 
the like things. The warrant for cutting of 
that member from communion with the bo- 
dy is preciſe and evident, Matth. xviii. 15 


eiples, it is the duty of the leſſer number in 


Io 


1 he that believeth with an infidel? and has 


« agreement hath the temple of God with i- 
« dols ? for ye are the temple of the living 


God; as God hath ſaid, I will dwell in 
6. am, and walk in them; and J will be 


« their God, and they ſhall be my people 
4 Wherefore come out from among them 
« my people, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the 
6 Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, 


* and I will receive you, and will be a Fx 
«ther unto you, and ye ſhall be my fons 


« and daughters, ſaith the Lord almighty,” 
Compared with Rev. ili. 4. And I heard 
« another voice from heaven, faying, Come 


. out of her my people, that ye be. not par: 
« takers of her fins, and that 2 receive i not 


nf of her Ig. 10 


Wu EN a church, in her repreſentative che. 


ſame ſituation as an individual member would 


to 19. Rom. xvi. 17. 18. 1 Tim. vi. 3. 4.5 
2 Tim. iii. 10. 11.: and, upon the ſame pris. 


= 


| the ſiword, wandering about, being deſtitute, aid. 
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an incorrigible Bas church, to withdraw 
from the communion. of the body. A ſepa- 
ration, proceeding on ſuch grounds, is not 
made from the conſtitution of the Chriſtian 
church, its principles, or adherents ; but, be- 
ing made by the ſmaller number, 1s to be con- 
ſtrued a reſolved attachment unto that con- 
ſtitution, which they ſee, with concern, ten- 
dered uſeleſs, by the weight of power in the 
poſſeflion of its dangerous enemy, though 
affecting to bear the name and e of 
A friend. | > > | 


8 ent os the papiſts rorafatly cry 
out, and aſk us: Where was your church before 
Luther and Calvin? The anſwer is obvious: 
That the doctrine of our church was in the 
writings of the inſpired apoſtles, where theirs 


is never to be found; twas the ſame as was 


taught by Chriſt himſelf, whom they have 
forſaken, and whoſe faith they have corrupt- 
ed. And as to the profeſſors of our doc- 
trines, they were to be found amongſt thoſe 


' martyrs and confeſſors, whoſe blood their 


church hath cruelly ſpilt; who had, from 


their biſhops, and clergy, and monks, like 


the ancient worthies, the trial of cruel mock- 
gs, and ſteurgings, and bonds, and impriſoh- 
ment, who were ſtoned, ſawn aſunder, ſlain with 


— r èê ꝶͤ᷑c——ivnm ʃ—?˙L˙0ê 


8 ee 

q ed, and tormented; of whom the world was not 
worthy, wandering in deſarts, and in mountains, 
and in dens, and caves of the earth. We willin gly 
acknowledge theſe were our predeceſſors, e- 
ven theſe perſecuted diſciples of the crucified 
Jeſus, who proteſted againſt the abominations 
of their church, and were put to death for 
* teſtimony of Jeſus, _ 


Brot we leave this article, it muſt be ob- 
ſerved, that the proviſion for attempting and 
effecting a reformation, by a ſeparation of the 
ſmalleſt part of the members fram the cor- 
rupt majority of a church, who impoſe their 
own meaſures and notions, as conditions of 
their communion,----is an expedient peculiar 
to the ſcheme of the New-Teſtament church. 
Under the Jewiſh diſpenſation, there was but 
- one tabernacle, one temple, one altar of burnt- 
offering, one altar of incenſe, and one mer- 
ey· ſeat. Then the qualifications of church off 
cers turned much upon natural lineage and 
ceremonial purity. The Jews were an hoh 
nation, and obliged to keep the feaſts of the 
= Lord at the time and in the place he was 
bs . pleaſed. to direct. It was evidently the deſign 
of heaven to concenter the public and ſolemn 
ſervices of their worſhip in one point, and to 
provide againſt any religious ſeparation from 
the congregation. To have ſeparated fro 
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the church of God altogether. 
dare ſay, unleſs he determine, at the peril. of 


Y his own underſtanding or candour, that theſe + 
£ who ſeparate from the church of papal Rome, 

a ia order to cleave more cloſely to the ordi- 

8 


nantes of Chriſt, are unchurched by this ſtep ? 
Separation from the ordinances and doctrines 
of Chriſt is a moſt grievous fin, 1John ii. 19.; 


prophets, both of the Old andNewTeſtameats, 
in order to return to the faith and obedience 
of divine truth, is an incumbent duty, Rev. 
viii. 4. and ii. 5, In ſuch a caſe, the ap- 
peal may be left with every man's conſcience, 
«* whether it be right in the fight of God, to 

< hearken unto men mare than unto God, 
« judge ye,” Ads i iv. 19. | 


n. Tux impreſſions of divine agency, on 
the riſe and progreſs of the reformation from 
Popery. „ N 


powered and qualified to publiſh his will, It 

ſuppoſes that this eſtabliſhment is contradict- 

ed and overthrown, by the unhelief ao dif- 
D 2 


the Jewiſh church, would have been to leave 545 
But who 


but ſeparation from a church, proved to be the 
apoſtate, Antichriſtian church, predicted by the 


Taz word 3 books back to an ori- 


ginal rectitude, eſtabliſned by God, and de- 
dared by thoſe whom we are ſure he em- 
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ends of ſuch as will not hearken 90 his 


voice, but walk in their own counſels: and 
it may be defined, a reftoring the truths, er- 

dinances, and duties of revealed religion, that had 
been perverted and corrupted, and directing them 


fo their proper ſcope and end.”---In this view, 


reformation has two eſſential and comprehen- 
five parts, which can never be ſeparated in a 
truly reformed church: (1.) Diſciaiming and 
renouncing, forſaking and deteſting all falſe 
authority, and every corruption of the ge- 
nuine doctrines and inſtitutions of religion; 
and, (2.) An actual returning to that ſimplici- 


ty of ſubjection and obedience, which are due 
only to the Author and Finiſher of faith. 


The word of God being the ſtandard of all 
true religion, every holy reformation muſt 
imply an immediate and direct acknowledg- 
ment of the ſcriptures, as the only rule to di- 
rect us how we may glorify and enjoy God. 
Every other teſt of truth and holineſs is pre- 
carious and unſatisfactory, and therefore 
ought not to be eſtabliſhed as a ſtandard of 


reform ation. 


WI xx the iniquity of the church W Ran 


was grown to that monſtrous pitch we have 
ſeen, it pleaſed God to work a glorious deli- 
verance for his people, and to break the 
power of Antichritan oppreſſion. Chriſ 


. | 
has had his faithful ſervants, whom he : raiſed 
up from time to time, in a ſucceſſion of ages, 


ſtrate againſt the groſs corruptions of that a- 
| poſtate church, - Their number is competent, 
„ though ſmall; and their work is ſtill carried 


on, though generally under much diſcou- 


z ragement : hence they are deſcribed as: two 
J « witneſſes, who propheſy clothed in ſack- 
e „ cloth,” Rev. x. 33 
7 


help of God to continue to this. day; aud 
ſhall continue to bear a noble teſtimony to 
Chriſt and his cauſe, through the whole term 


h. of the beaſt ſeemed to be molt ſecure, and its 


partiſans had no apprehenſion of danger, the 


it Lord ſaw the miſerable condition of his: peo- 
g ple, and brought ſalvation to them, with his 
di. right hand and his holy arm. The reforma- 
id. ion from Popery was, on every account, re- 
re- markable: the preparations for it were great; 


the inſtruments of it were weak; the pri- 
ciple of it was glorious; and the eßects of ĩt 
were extenſive and laſting. In all theſe views, 
it appears to be the doing of the Lord,” and 
ſhould be «6 marvellous i in our cpa.” | 


(r ) Tur ereparaticns, which the providence. 
the ef God made for accompliſhing the reforma- 


tion from Popery, were OI court * 


Theſe have obtained 
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to bear witneſs to his truths, and to remon- 
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importance in fociety; ſcholaſtic divinity was 
generally fallen into contempt ; and the das- 


©Þ ven their power to the beaſt, was no Jeſs pa 


{ 39 ) 
Rome had thrown: off every appearance even 
of decent refpect to the Holy Scriptures: ſhe 
was, at the beginning of the reformation, un- 
commonly licentious, and, on that account, 
liable to be both expoſed and hated: ſhe was 
deeply ſecure, and thereſore ready to venture 
on raſh and unguarded meaſures: ſhe was 


miſtreſs of ſeveral religious orders, which ha- 
ted and envied one another, and her ſinances 
were ſcarcely equal to the purpoſes of her 


ambition. This was the ſtate of the church, 
or rather of the court of Rome. — Printing 
had been invented before the middle of the 
tfteenth century; and by this means learn. 


ing, which had been almoſt entirely confined 
to monaſteries for ſeveral ages, became gene- 


ral; the taſte for Greek and Latin authors, 
- which deſcribe the amiable models of free go- 
vernment, was daily on the increaſe; man- 
kind were improving in the knowledge of 
truth, and of their own eſſential rights and 


gerous influence of the church of Rome upon 


| the liberties of mankind. began to be perce- 


ved. This was the ſituation of the world it 
the commencement of the reformation. 


IS 
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mation was much more effectually promoted 
by the arrangement, than the deepeſt politi- 
cian could have imagined. Thus it appears, 
that all things pertaining to the church of 
Rome, to the fituation of the world, and to 


itly diſpoſed to work together in promoting: 
a reformation ; whereby it is manifeſt,” that 
Chrift is far above all prineipality, and pow+s 
er, and might, and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this world, but 


the head over all things to the church, which 
1s his body, the fulneſs of him that filleth all 


leth over all, Pfal. eiii 19. (2.) The infiru- 
were weak, as well as the occaſion of it unex- 


ney to build St Peter's church at Rome, pu- 
bliſhed indulgences in the 1 517, containing ample 
promiſes of the full pardon of ſins, and of e- 
ternal life, to all who ſhould purchaſe them 
at the affixed price. Theſe indulgences were 
lent into every kingdom, and the Domgnican 
fraars were anthorized to preach up their ne- 
ity and worth, and to collect the money 


ticular. Their connexions, alliances, and 1. 
tereſts, were ſo preciſcly adjuſted, by the dii· 
pofal of an all · wiſe Providence, that the vefor - 


pected. Pope Leo X. having occaſion for mo- 


the arrangement of the popiſſi kingdoms, wee 


dſo in that which is to come; and that he is 


in all, Eph. i. 21. 22. 23. His kingdom ra- 


ments employed in eflecting the reformation 


only equalled by their folly. Fobn Tetzel, one 


(3.7 
ariſing from the ſale. Such indulgences had 
frequently been granted by former Popes, and 
had commonly been bought by the people 
with great avidity. On the preſent occaſion, 
the Dominicans ſhewed an ardour, that was 


of their number, among other things, taught, 
that he had ſo great power from the Pope, 
« that if a man had even deflowered the Vir 
« pin Mary, he could pardon the crime for 
„ money: and his aflociates were no leſs 
extravagant. Luther, who was an Auguſtine 
friar, ſet himſelf to oppoſe theſe indulgences, 
with great ability and warmth. - In the pro- 
greſs of this controverſy, his mind became en- 
lightened in the doctrine of a finner's free ju- 
_ Rification before God, only through the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt received by faith. Then 
he openly attacked the Pope and the church 
of Rome, expoſed the errors they maintained, 
charged home the immoralities of their cler- 
gy; and, with great learning and fortitude, 
ſaftained alb the aſſaults of their malicious re- 
ſentment. The evidence of the truth prevail 
ed through a great part of Germany, and ſoon 
ſpread into diſtant countries, commending it- 
ſelf to every man's conſcience in the fight of 
God. Perhaps this power of indulging and 
Pardoning is the moſt impious claim of pre- 
1 the man of ſin ever made for 18 


d 
d. 
le 
"n 
1 


1 


that bold invaſion upon the ſupremacy of Ix- 
yovan's throne, he oppoſeth and. exalteth 
himſelf above all that is called God, or that i is 


worſhipped; ſo 
temple of God, ſhewing himſelf that he f 1s 


God, 2 Thefl. ii, 4. But behold the righ- i 
teous judgment of God, who ſhowed himiglf 


above. that wicked monſter, in the very point. 


ſo that he, as God, litteth! in che 


# as 


wherein he behaved moi proudly! x + le Lord 3 5 


is known by the judgment which he EXeCu- 
teth : the wicked is inared in the work of his 


own hands, Pſal. ix. 16. Granting venal i in- 


dulgences was the boldeſt fin ot the ion of 
perdition ; and this very {ig became the occa-· 


fion of his greateſt calamity. It alſo thoutd' 
be conſidered, chat the inſtruments of this xe+ | 


formation had no intention to ſeparate from 
the church of Rome, when they firſt began 
their oppoſition in Germany, to the corrupt 
meaſure that has been mentioned: nay, they 
were far from wiſhing any other retormation; 
but what concerned the lives of: the clergy; 


the liberties of the people, and che Uiſcipline 


of the church. It was only in the (progreſs 


of the diſpute; that they began to percerve the 


blafphemies, errors, and idolatries of Rome, 
which became afterwards the principal points 


of their teſlimony.— The caſe was not much 


different in Switzerland, and i in other Places, 
"With theſe 15 are conlidered, © we has 
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reaſon to fay,---Great and marvellous are thy 
works, Lord God Almighty, Juſt and true are 
thy ways, thou King of ſaints, Rev. xv. z. 
Hitherto the Lord hath tug us, 1 Sam. 
vii. 12. 


(30 Tux principle, upon which the refor- 
mation was conducted and eſtabliſhed, was 
glorious, It is impoſſible to particulariſe the 
variety of helliſh devices, that have been fa- 
bricated by the church of Rome, to raze out 
all conviction of pure Chriſtianity, and to eſta - 


bliſh her own dommion over mankind. Her 
grand device was to erect a kingdom of her 


own, in oppoſition to that of Chriſt; and to 


obtain an implicite obedience from all men, e- 


ven to her unexamined deciſions, for the mere 


aul boritys ſake. This great authority being 


once acknowledged, gave an. authentic ſanc- 
tion to all the abominations and uſurped claims 
of Antichriſt, By his one principle, ſhe was 
enabled to make her damnable herefies, her 
moſt 1dolatrous ſuperſtitions, and all the doc- 
trines that ſerve. to aggrandiſe her clergy, 
paſs current for the truths of Chriſt. Fraud 
and viclence are the mighty engines, by, which 
ſhe enlarged her territories, and preſerved her 
conqueſts. ln oppoſition to all theſe, the 


, reformation, ſo far as.it went, is founded vp: 


on the abſolute perfeftjon ot the word of God, The 


yr XS gs 

church of Rome has been often oppoſed upon 
principles different from this; but theſe con- 
teſts were no reformation. Even Luther and 


worthy of the ſacred name of reformers, 
until they began to hear the voice of Chriſt in 


rule of their conduct, and the motive to their 


tion which God hath laid in Zion, a 


not with fleſh and blood, Gal. i. 16. They in- 
ſtantly withdrew their appeal from the Pope's 
tribunal, they rejected the traditions of men; 
and they neither reſpected the deciſlons of 


a ſtandard of truth and holineſs. Then they 


their great- concern was to know, and obey 
from the heart, that form of dodrine, which 


and apoſtles. In every diſpute, they made a 
bold and direct appeal to the word of God, 

and. the underſtandings of men. Their mea- 
lures in conducting and eſtabliſhing the refor- 


E 2 


his aſſociates, in their firſt efforts, were uns 
his word, and became his devoted followers _ 
in faith and love. Before this became the 
zeal, they were not building on the founda- | 
Bur when it pleaſed God to turn wa trot 


darkneſs unto light, immediately they conferred 


councils, nor the writings of the fathers,” as 


began to ſearch the ſcriptures, John v. 39-3 and 


is contained in the writings of the prophets 


mation of the church, were founded on this 
gde principle, that the ſupreme Judge, by 


6369) 

whom all controverſies of religion are to be 
determined, and all decrees of councils, opi· 
nions of ancient writers, doctrines of meh, 
and private ſpirits, are to be examined, and 
in whoſe ſentence we are to acquieſce,---can 
be no other but the Holy Spirit ſpeaking in the 
fcriptures. Upon this principle, they uſed tlie 
| greateſt openneſs, and candour in their doc- 
* trine and manners, requeſting the people to 
fearch the ſcriptures daily, and bring every d- 
pinion and practice to an impartial trial, at 
that deciſive tribunal. They adopted the ſen- 
timents; and proſecuted the meaſures of the 
miniſters of Chriſt, who have renounced the 
hidden things of diſhoneſty ; not walking in 
craftineſs, nor handling the word of God de- 
* ceitfully, but, by manifeſtation of the truth 
| commending th&nſclves to every man's mw 
| fcience i in the fight of God, 2 Cor. iv. 2. They 
4 gloried in the abſolute perfection and ſuffi 
ciency of the feriptures ; and thought it wa 
only competent to them to make profelytes 
to their opinions, by the fair and generous 
methods of information, and conviction to the 

conſcience, according to the word of God, 


Tux was much oppoſition inde to othere 
| formation, almoſt every where; and ft was 3 
long time before the Proteſtants enjoyed an o 
portunity to lead a . and * life inal 
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woman eſcaped out of her bondage in the Anti- 


chriſlian church, and fled into the wilderneſs, -.- | 
the ſerpent caſt out of his mouth water as a 


flood after her, that he might cauſe her to be 
carried away of the flood, Rev. xii. 15. Henot 
only propagated errors and deluſions to defeat 
the reformation, but armed the powers of the 
earth to overwhelm it with violence. But 
lis malice was unſucceſsful : for the earth 
helped the woman, and the earth opened her 


mouth, aud ſwallowed up the flood which 


the dragon caſt out of his mouth, Rev. xii, 16. 
80 far as this relates to the vigorous efforts of 
ſecular powers to ſupport the Proteſtant cauſe, 


it implies, that, while each of them acts on its 
own principles, ſome, from an unfeigned love 


to the goſpel, ſome, from a warm regard to 


civil and religious liberty, and others, in con- 
formity to their temporal intereſts, the wiſ- 


dom of heaven ſo nicely adjuſts the political 


balance, as to employ their interpoſition for 


the protection of his faithful ſervants and 
people, from th fury of the Antichriſtian 


powers. All this was literally exemplified in 


the preſer vation of the proteſtant intereſt, 
immediately after it began to appear in a ſtate 


of ſeparation from the church of Rome. But 


from theſe mealutes it cannot be juſtly: infer- 


red, that the reformation Was promoted by 
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redlineſs and honeſty, 1 Tim, ii. 2. When the 


C435 5) 
«worldly influence: for the earth only helped 
. the woman, by affording her ſaſety and protec- 

tion; and it is the birth-right of mankind to 
be protected in the liberty of private judg- 
ment, according to the ſcriptures, There. 
fore, in perfect conſiſtency with this interpo- 
ſition of providence, and with the truth of 
hiſtory, we ſtill affirm, that the principle, up- 
on which the reformation, ſo far as it went, 
Was conducted and eſtabliſhed, was truly glo- 

rious, and entirely of a ſpiritual nature. (4) 
Ihe effects of the reformation were extenſive ; 
not only as they were diſfaſed through many 
countries, but eſpecially becauſe the reforma- 
tion was the happy means of entailing many 

great bleſſings upon mankind: for thereby 
the ſcriptures were brought into the hands of 
the public, with many excellent commentaries 
upon them; thereby the faith once deliver- 
ed to the ſaints, which had been groſsly cor- 
rupted in the church of Rome, was reſtored; 
* thereby the law of God was explained, and 

N enforced, in its ſpiritual meaning, and in- 

4 diſpenſible obligation upon the conſcience; 

thereby a fair opportunity was given to ex 

- Mine the ſcriptures, concerning that order of 

diſcipline and government which Chriſt hatl 
appointed; for the uſe of his church; thereby 

the worſhip of God was purged of the groß 

_ idolatries, and, in many places, of the vile 


(39: ) 
ſaperſtitions that polluted the Antichriſtian' 
church; thereby the minds of mankind were 


a and ſhort abridgements, drawn out of the 
word of God, and holding forth its moſt im- 
5 portant ſubjects, with preciſion and perſpicui · 
is ty; and thereby the people of. God were ſe· 
„ pirrated from dangerous diſgraceful mixtures 
0 with heretics and idolaters, and were put in 
/ Wi fituation to enjoy the ordinances of Chriſt, 
8 cording to his own appointment. 
"7 Having repreſented the errors and corrup- 
& tions of popery, with the incorrigibleneſs of 
4 the ſecular and tyrannical body, by whoſe in- 
r. WI 1396s this myſtery of iniquity is upheld ; and 


the Aﬀociate Synod, and all others into whoſe 


ny hands this warning {ball come, to guard a- 
5 gainſt che principles and e, of ropery . 
r of ** 


Tas 3 illes were once eee the 
moſt Pope · ridden provinces of Antichriſt's do- 


fred to reconquer them, we need, in our pro 
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opened to free enquiry concerning the doc- 
trines and duties of religion; thereby the 
truths of God were exhibited in many clear 


the impreſſions of divine agency on the riſe 
and progreſs of the reformation; the com- 
mittee call the people under the inſpection of 


minion ; and though he ſhould never. be ſaf- | 


: „ od 9s 
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(4) 
ent lethargic ſtate, ſtrong and ſtimulating ap- 


Plications, to reanimate Proteſtant zcal, and 
promote a quicker circulation of witneſſing 
graces. The deſpotic ſupremacy, claimed and 
exerciſed by the Biſhop of Rome in all reli. 
gious concerns, and the ditect enmity and op. 
poſition he maintains to Chriſt, his truths, 
his worſhip, his inſtitutions, and laws, cer- 
tainly bring him within the line of the pro- 
phetic deſcription, and conſtitute him Pay! 
man e fin; and whoever adopt the ſame prin. 
eiples, or purſue the fame meaſures, are, ac- 
cording to the degree of their conformity, in. 
- volved in the ſame guilt and cenſure. A pro. 
feſſed attachment to the Pope of Rome is, in 
ſuch caſes, but an inconſiderable circumſtance 
There are different degrees of corruption in 
the church of Rome itſelf; and many who are 
called proteſtants, hold not a few of the fame 
opinions, and do ſeveral of the ſame things 
which belong to the character of the Roma 
Antichriſt, Error and ſoperſtition, perſeci. 
tion and vice, are things that admit not of an 
excluſive application to any one place or party; 
though they are, in all places, and among al 
garties, diametrically oppoſite to the hol 
ſcriptures, which delineate the religion of i. 
ſus, and are the alone infallible ſtandard d 
Chriſtian faith and obedience. Therefore tht 


(4:4 
Adure that has been exbibited of the church 
of Rome in theſe-ſheets; is not drawn for her 
lake only, to ſet forth her anti- ſcriptutal de- 
formity; but for the uſe of others alſo, that 
we may have a perfect image of an apoſtate 
church, retaining indeed the name of Chriſtian, 
but in doctrine and works denying it. Per- 
haps in other portraits of corruption and 2po- 
ſtacy, in churches or communities, the mem 
bers may not be ſo complete, nor ſo perfectly | 
joined together, the colouring may not be ſo 
lively and ſtriking, and the features may not 
be ſo well proportioned, nor fo ſtrongly mark- 
ed; and yet the ſpirit, the principles, the mea- 
Kinks, and the purpoſes of a degenerate religions 
- bedy, may cleaily ſhew a general conformity 
of their nature. To complete the form of the 
church of Rome, was the advancing work of 
many ages, and depended upon a number of 
ecircumſtances, that contributed, under the 
diſpoſal of an all-wiſe and holy Providence, 
to bring it to maturity. Though the begin- 
ning of her apoſtacy was4mall, her latter end 
did greatly increaſe; but the governing prin- 
ciple, in all her meaſures, was invariably the 
ſame. And if fome other churches and ſocie- 
ties'do not proceed as far in apoſtacy, it is ra- 
ther owing to the want of opportunity, than 
o the romeo 'of their leading Principles, 5 
BF: 


(42 ) 
Let it therefore be ſettled in your minds, that 
there can be no laſting ſecurity againſt the 


tyranny of popery, unleſs we throughly re- 
nounce * the principles of it. 5 


Aron r and blind ſubmiſſion, are the 
foundation and very eſſence of popery, and 
the two grand cauſes to which all its ſuper- 
ſtitions and abuſes are owing: and all 
thoſe who tyrannically invade the religious 
rights and liberties of conſcientious Chri- 
ſtians, who uſurp ſuch a ſupreme authority, in 
matters of religion, as belongs to God alone, 
and inculcate a blind ſubmiſſion to the prieſt 
as the duty of che Chriſtian people, are, 
whatever diſguiſes they may wear, enemies 
to the Proteſtant religion and liberties, and 
avow the moſt dangeraus and perniciqus 
principle of all popery. 


Tux ſyſtem of Arminius, is popery without 
her hierarchy ; and thovgh believers in it, are 
well known frequently to ſubſcribe doctrine 
ſubverſive of it, it is plain they muſt ſub- 
ſcribe on principles of the looſeſt caſuiſtry, 
and with equivocating and mental reſerves. 
Swearing by diſpenſation, and vowing with 
mental reſerves, practices allowed in the pro- 
teflian of popery, ſheath the * in the vi- 


(43 ) 


tals of ſimplicity and godly bacerity; : and the 
man, though calling himſelf a Proteſtant, who 
vows, in the preſence of God, angels, and 
men, his belief of a confeſſion, againſt his con- 
victions, wounds integrity in the ſame hoſtile 
and mortal manner, and is liker a Loyola n | 
a Nathaniel. | 5 
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Ir is not from our having dominion over your 
faith, but becauſe we are helpers of your joy, and 
fellow-helpers to the truth, that we are bold ia 
Chriſt to preſcribe antidotes againſt the princi- 
ples and ſpirit of popery ; praying, that, through 
the illumination and influence of his Holy Spi- 
rit accompanying the ule of them, he would, 
even as we with the teſtimony of Chriſt to be 
confirmed in you, make them effectual means 
of conkrming you; to the end, that ye may be 
blameleſs in the day of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


BxLI EVE that you are in danger of being ſe- 
duced, and led away by them in danger 
from yourſelves ;---in danger friday deceivers;--- 
in danger from falſe-hearted friends. Von 
- yaurſelves. The principles of popery are the 
natural dictates of our depraved minds, ſyſte- 
matiſcd by the councils and lords of an impe- 
rious church ; which ſcorns to prove her d 


. trines; except, krſt by affirmations, aad then 
5 F 2 18 — 
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( 44 ) | 
by curſes and blows. The ſpirit of popery is 
the vindictive and ſanguinary temper of our 
deſpcrately wicked hearts, intoxicated and 
rendered formidable by the acceſſions of wealth 
and power. Art antichrift hes entrenched in 


our conſtitutions as fallen creatures. Our 


own hearts are a mother of abominations, 
When a kingdom is threatened with invaſion, 
found policy keeps a jealous eye upon the mo- 
tions and correſpondence of traitors, and dit. 
affected perſons at home; and if we would be 
popery-proof, we ſhould watch the motions 
of an evil heart of unbelief, and look diligent- 
ly, teſt we fail of the grace of God, leſt any 
root of bitterneſs ſpringing up trouble us, and 


thereby many be deſiled. From decervers, Some 


of the agents of the man of ſin, expelled his 
own territories, for ſeditious practices, by the 
kings who have given him their power, have 


hid themſelves in our proteſtant iſlands; and - 


being poſſeſſed of all that ſubtilty and crafu- 


neſs, which enable the deceiver to impoſe up- 
on the ignorant and the weak, indaſtrioully 


watch every opportunity of creeping into 


houſes, and leading captive ſilly women, laden | 


with fins, led away with divers luſts, ever 
learning, and never able to come to the know- 
tedge of-the truth. Your weakneſs on this 
fide is not imaginary, your danger is real 2nd 


(45) 

great. But there were falſe prophets alſo z- 
mong the people, even as there (hall be falſe 
teachers among you, who privily ſhall bring 
in damnable hereſies, even denying the Lord 
that bought them, and bring upon them- 
ſelves ſwift deſtruction; and many fhall follow 
their pernicious ways, by reaſon of whom the 
way of truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of, and 
through covetouſneſs ſhall they, wich feigned 
words, make merchandife of you; whoſe jud g- 
ment now of a long time lingereth not, and 
their. damnation flumbereth not. From fa le- 
hearted friends. The man who fays we are 
born innocent, and make ourſelves ſinners by 
imitation ; who Iays down the works of righ- 
teouſneſs we have done, as the ground of our 
juſtification and acceptance before God, in 
con; unction with the merits of Chriſt ; who be- 
lieves, that Chriſt is revealed in the ſcriptures, | 
not as a propitiation, but as a martyr; and 
that the faith in his blood which juſtifies, 

lanctiſies and faves us, is the imitation of his 
example, and not receiving the atonement by 
him---; is half catholic already: and though he 
wear a proteſtant garment, and have a lively 

zeil agataſt popery, his creed is dangerous, 

ollenſive, and peſtilential, as really, though 

perhaps in an inferior degree, as the dostrint 

0 the frogs, which were ſeen in viſion co- 


ming out of the mouth of the dragon, and 


teach you the knowledge of the ſcriptures, 


may take all your religion from them. Walk 


( 46 ) 


out of the beaſt, and out 08 the mouth of the 
| falſe rene 


Your danger being inconteſtibly real and 
great, we commend unto you the uſe of the 
holy ſcriptures. Search the ſcriptures, Com- 
pare the ſcriptures with the ſcriptures. Pray 
ſor the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation, to 


that while you ſee their glorious light, you 
may likewiſe feel their divine impreſKon ; and 


| by the rule of the ſcriptures, as your only ſuf- 
- cient and undeceiving directory of faith and 
obedience. In the following paſſages and 
many others, are ſtrong antidotes againſt the 
ſpirit and principles of popery, Eph. iv. 11. to 1 
16. And he gave ſome, apoſſles: and ſome, | 
prophets : and ſome, evangeliſts ; and ſome, 
paſtors and teachers; for the perfecting of the I 
ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, for thee: lot 
difying of the body of Chriſt: til we all come ¶ tue 
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, un OA pertect man, unto the 
meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt: 
that we henceforth be no more children, toſl- 
ed to and fro, and carried about with every 


C4 ? 
wind of doctrine, by the flight of men, and. 
cunning craftineſs, whereby they he in wait 
to deceive: but ſpeaking the truth in love, 


may grow up into him in all things, Wh 


is the head, even Chriſt: from whom the 
whole body fitly joined together, and com- 
paſted by. that which every joint ſupplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the 


the body, unto the edifying of itſelf in love.“ 

Eph, vi. 10.— 18.“ Finally, my brethren, be 
ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might. Put on the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to ſtand againſt the wiles 
of the devil. For we wreſtle not againſt fleih 
and blood, but againſt principalities, againſt 
powers, againſt the rulers of the darkneſs of 
this world, againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in 
ligh places. Wherefore take unto you the 
i, ¶ whole armour of God, that ye may beable to 
e, vithſtand in the evil day, and having done 
be WF ll to ſtand Stand therefore, having your 


c- bins girt about with truth, and having on 


tne breaſt · plate of righteouſneſs; and your 
feet nod with the preparation of the goſpel 
of peace; above all, taking the ſhield of faith, 
wierewith ye ſhall be able to quench all the 

tery darts of the wicked. And take the hel- 


mealure of every part, maketh increaſe of 
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met of Nalvation, and the fwotd of the Spitit, 


Which is the word of God: praying always 
with all prayer and ſupplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perſeve. 
rance, and ſupplication for all ſaints.” Col, 
fi. 6.— 23. « As ye have therefore received 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, fo walk ye in him: 
rooted and built up in him, and ſtabliſhed in 
the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding 
therein with thankſgiving. Beware leſt -any 
man ſpoil you through philoſophy and vain 


_ deceit, after the tradition of men, after the 


rudiments of the world, and not after Chriſt: 
for in him dwelleth all the fulneſs of the God. 
head bodily. And ye are complete in him, 
which is the head of all principality and 
power. In whom alſo ye are circumciſed with 
the circumciſion made without hands, in put- 
ting off the body of the ſins of the fleſh, by 
the circumciſion of Chriſt : buried with him 
m baptiſm, wherein alſo you are riſen with 
him through the faith of the operation of 
God, who hath raiſed him from the dead. 
And you being dead in your fins, and the 


- uncircumciſion of your fleſh, hath he quicker- 
ed together with him, having forgiven you 


all treſpaſſes, blotting out the hand-writing 
ef ordinances that was againſt us, which was 


( 49 
contrary to us, and bh it out of the way, 
nailing it to his croſs: and having ſpoiled 
principalities and powers, he made a ſhew of 


let no man therefore judge you in meat or 
drink, or in reſpect of an holy-day, or of the 
new-moon, or of the ſabbath-days: which 
are a ſhadow of things to come; but the bo- 
dy is of Chriſt.” Let no man beguile you of 
your reward, in a voluntary humility, and 
worſhipping of angels, intruding into thoſe 
things which he hath not ſeen, vainly puft 
vp by his fleſhly mind; and not holding the 
head, from which all the body by joints and 
bands having nouriſhment miniſtered, and 
n, knit together, increaſeth with the increaſe of 
d Cod. Wherefore if ye be dead with Chriſt 
th WI from the rudiments of the world; why, as 
it: Wl though living in the world, are ye ſubje& to 
ordinances, (touch not, taſte not, handle not: 
which all are to periſh with the uſing) after 
the commandments and doctrines of men? 
Which things have indeed a ſhew of wiſdom 
in will-worſhip and humility, and neglecking 
of the body, not in any honour to the ſatis- 
lying of the fleſh? 2 Thefl. ii. 13.17, 
„gut we are bound to give thanks alway to 
God for you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, 


becauſe God Rath from the beginning choſen 
G 


them openly, triumphing over them in it. | 


N 


vou to ſalvation, through ſapdification of 


the Spirit, and belief of the truth: whereus; 
to he called you by our goſpel, to: the ob- 
taining of the glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


' Therefore, brethren, ſtand faſt, and hold the 


traditions which ye have been taught, whe- 
ther by word; or our epiſtle. Now our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God even our Fa. 
ther, who hath loved us, and hath given us e- 
verlaſting conſolation, and good hope through 
grace, comfort your hearts, and ſtabliſh- you 
in every good word and work.“ 2 Tim. ii. 
12,---17, „ Lea, and all that will live godly 


zn Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer perſecution. But 


evil men and ſeducers ſhall wax worſe and 
worſe, deceiving,” and being deceived. But 
continue thou in the things which thou haſt 
learned and haſt been aſſured of, knowing of 
whom: thou haſt learned them ; and that from 
a child thou haſt known the holy ſcriptures, 
which are able to make thee. wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion, through. faith which is in Chriſt jeſus, 
All ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for inſtruction in righteouſaeſs 

that the man of God may be perfect, through- 

ly farniſhed unto all good works.” Rev. xiv. 

9-----12. * And the third angel followed them, 
ing with a loud voice, If any man * 


— 
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f the beaſt and his image, and receive his mark 


> in his forehead, or in his hand, the ſame ſhall 
b drink of the wine of the wrath of God which 


* is poured out, without mixture, into the cup 

c of his indignation ; and he ſhall be torment- 

4 ed with fire and brimſtone, in the preſence f 
d the holy angels, and in the preſence of tze 
þ Lamb: and the-ſmoke of their torment a- 

- ſcendeth up f@ ever and ever: and they have 

h no reſt day nor night, who worſhip the beaſt 

1 and his image, and whoſoever receiveth the 

i. mark of his name. Here is the patience of 


the ſaints: here are they that keep the con: _ 
mandments of God, and the faith of Ar) 3 


STupy the confeſſions of the orotallins 6 
churches; and- eſpecially that of our own, 
which exhibits a ſummary of the faith deli ver- 
ed in the holy ſcriptures, concerning the doe- © 
trine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government, 
authoriſed by the king of Zion; and live un- 
der lively impreſſions of our covenant engage- 
ments, to contend earneſtly for it, againſt the 
preſent and former defections. Inſtruct your 
families in the knowledge of the ſame faith, 
and the ſame engagements. Hide not from 
them the expence of blood and treaſure, at 
which the reformation teſtimony is come mto 
our hands, Pfal, Ixxviii. 4.---7. 
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Bz well eſtabliſhed in the grounds of the 
proteſtant religion. An implicit aſſent, not 
founded in knowledge and underſtanding, is 
neceflary to be adopted in the church of Rome; 
but faith founded in a blind attachment to an 
unknown doctrine, is not the fruit of the Spi- 
rit of wiſdom and revelation. He that Hearetb 
the word of Chriſt, muſt underſtand it, in or- 
der that he may enjoy it throygh faith, Mat. 
Xili. 23. It is indeed ſurpriſing to think, what 
groſs ignorance of the meaning and authority 
of the truths they profeſs to believe, prevails 


at preſent among many, notwithſtanding the 


excellent opportunities of inſtruction which 
they have in their offer. Nay, even among 
thoſe who are inſtructed in ſeveral branches of 
human ſcience, it is aſtoniſhing to think, what 
ignorance there is of every thing that relates 
to the religion they profeſs. 


B more ſenſible of the danger of groſs er- 
rors in religion, eſpecially ſuch as popery con- 
tains. Among many looſe and pernicious prin- 
ciples, which are zealouſly ſpread, and blind- 
ly enibraced in this age, one of the moſt pre- 
valing and dangerous is, the innecence of 
err>r O, ſay ſome, every man is to en- 
« quire freely, and each will embrace what ap» 


v 


| 
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« pears to him to be the truth. It is no mat- 
ter what a man believes, if his life be good 
« Even he who miſtakes, may be as accept- 
« able to God as his oppoſite, if he is equally 
« ſincere. Now there is no doubt, that li- 
berty to enquire freely is an ineſtimable bleſ- 
ſing, and impartiality in religious enquiries an 
indiſpenſible duty. But the above maxim be- 
comes falſe and dangerous, by being carried to 
an exceflive length; and it is carried to this 
exceſs, by the favour of two ſuppoſitions, 
which are falſe and groundleſs, To ſupport 
the maxim, it is neceſſary to ſuppoſe, that falſe 
opinions will have as good an influence upon 
the heart as true. If this 1s the caſe, the boaſt. 
ed privilege of free enquiry is not worth 
having, and all the labour beſtowed on the 
ſearch of truth is entirely thrown away. An- 
other ſuppoſition contained in the above max- 
im is, that a perſon may be as fincere in em- 
bracing groſs falſhood, as in adhering to the 
truth, If this be true, our Creator has not gi- 
yen us the means to diſtinguiſh the.one from 
the other, which is the higheſt impeachment 
both of his wiſdom and goodneſs. Beſides it 
deſerves. particular attention, that a corrupt 
inclination in the heart, brings a bias on the 


neceſſary conſequence, produced, in vaſt num- 


ny farther than it may comport with their 


> 
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judgment; and that when men do not “ like 
„ to retain God in their knowledge,” he 
frequently, in his righteous judgment, gives 
them up to a reprobate mind. -Nay, when 
they reject his truth, from an inward hatred of 
its purity, he is ſaid to ſend them “ ſtrong 
« deluſions, that they ſhould believe a lie, 
2 Theſl. ii. 10. 11. 12. 


Tax heed of favouring that general unbe- 
lief of revealed religion, among the higher 
orders of our countrymen, which hath, by a 


bers, an abſolute indifference as to what they 
believe, either concerning truth or duty, 2. 


worldly views. The abuling liberty to hcen- 
tiouſneſs, naturally prepares the way for fla- 
very; and when perſons are indifferent to al 
religions, they will, when danger threatens 
them, intereſt invites them, or deluſive ap- 
pearances draw them, be ready to receive 
any, however e falſe, blaſphemous, and 
edolatrous. 


Warch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation. When popery, like a dying 
monſter, is exerting its laſt effort; and by tlic 
miniſtry of the frogs, forming military % 
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ciations among the kings of the earth, for its 
preſervation, this admonition is given, «© Be 
hold J come as a thief, blefled is he that 
watcheth, and keepeth his garments, leſt he 
walk naked, and they ſee his ſhame !” Rev. 


8 avi. 15. 


CaREFULLY abide by the gofpel of Chriſt, 
which is the power of God to ſalvation to every one 
that believes ; and wherein 1s revealed the rigbtecuſ- 
neſs of God from faith to faith: and be careful to 
live up to it, endeavouring to adorn the doc- 
trine of God your Saviour, by being exemplary 
in the practice of every virtue; eſpecially, with 
all l-wlineſs and meekneſs, with long-ſuffering, for- 
bearing one another in love, endegvouring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Were 
Proteſtants, like the primitive Chriſtians, of one 
heart and ſpirit; did they, like them, ſtedfaſtly 
continue in the apoſtles doctrine, and were 
they but careful, more generally, to practiſe the 
virtues of the Chriſtian life, the Proteſtant re- 
ligion could not fail to triumph over all the 
fopperies, cheats, and impoſtures of Rome; 

and the moſt ſubtle attempts of her miſſiona- 
ries, to corrupt and enſlave us, would be ab- 
ſolutely ineffectual. 


As this publication may happen, under the 


— 
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direction of Providence, to come into the 
hands of ſome of the members of the church 
of Rome, our benevolence prompts us not to 


neglect the opportunity of R them in 


a few words: 


For what end, O ye ſons of deluſion, was. 
your reaſon given you? For what purpoſes 


| were the holy ſcriptures revealed ? Was your 


reaſon given you to be the dupe of your 
prieſthood? Were the ſcriptures revealed to 
be the engine of their power? Surely not. 
And yet, do not your prieſts inculcate upon 
you doctrines repugnant to reaſon, and ye 
acquieſce in them? Do they not withold from 


you the ſcriptures of truth, explain them as 


they chuſe; nay, even enjoin practices oppo- 
ſite to their purity ; and ye dare not com- 
plain? Do they not teach you to believe, that 
they can change into a wafer the ſubſtance 
of the living God, and you reject not the 
abſurd idea? Do they not enjoin you to eat 
it in this belief; and ye comply with the 


blaſphemous requeſt? Do they not ſhow you 


bones, and pieces of timber, telling you they 


are bones of the apoſtles; and pieces of 


Chriſt's croſs, and ye piouſly believe them? 
Do they not pretend to cure diſeaſes, raiſe the 
dead, and work other miracles, by the means 


* 
of theſe trifles, and ye venerate and adore the | 
facred relics? Do they not teach you, to truſt 
to the mediation of ſaints and angels, while 
reaſon dictates the vanity and folly of all 
ſuch dependence; and the ſcriptures poſitive- 
ly affirm, that there is but one MzDI1AaTOR be- 
tween God and man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus ? 
Do they not teach you, to worſhip pictures of 
the inviüble God, and images of faints and 
angels, in defiance of the expreſs words of 
God himſelf, Thou Halt not mate unto thee any 
graven image. or any likeneſs of any thing,---Thou | 
ſhalt not bow down thyſelf to them, nor ſerve them, 
Exod, xx. 4. 5. 4 


Do ti.ey not teach you, in direct oppoſition 
to the mild, gentle, and charitable doctrines 
of the goſpel, to ded] damnation to all thoſe - 
that die without the pale of your church? 
And, in fine, having thus nurſed you in ig- 
trance, and tutored you in deluſion, do they 
not aſſume the prerogative of the Deity; and 
with unparalleled audacity, diſpenſe, to the 
rich and liberal ſinner, pardon and 'abſolus 
tion for the greateſt crimes ? How can 
you be ſo ſtupid, as to believe doctrines ſo 
very evidently repugnant to reaſon? How can 
you be ſo careleſs of your immortal ſouls, as 


H 
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to conform to practices, unſupported by ſcrip- 
ture, and ſo ridiculous and impious in them- 
felves. As men actuated by the pureſt prin- 
ciples of benevolence, we cannot, without pi- 
ty, behold you thus given up to ſo ſtrong delu- 
ſions, and fettered with the chains of ſo de- 
. teſtable a ſlavery. As Chriſtians, we cannot 
read the dreadful effect, that they all bull 
be damned, who, in their hearts, believe ns 
the truth, 10 as to receive the love of 
it,---but have pleaſure: in unrigbteouſneſs, with- 
out warning you to flee from the wrath 
to come. 


| Renovncs therefore, we earneſtly beſeech 
you, that blind allegiance to the diCates of 
your priefſthood.---Conſtder them no longer as 
infallible, but men of like paſſions with your- 
| felves, Let reaſon aſſume the guidance of 
your condud, and take the holy ſcriptures, 
unpolluted with the traditions of men, for 
the foundation of your faith, Fear not to 
read the ſcriptures. Think not there 1s any 
thing in them, that will lead you into erfors 
and hereſies, as your prieſts teach you.—The 
doctrines they contain are pure, ſimple, and, 
engaging ; the privileges they convey are v. 
haable ; the obligations they enforce are rer 
ſonable; and the practices they enjoin are er 


5 
iy and pleaſant.---Chriſt has commanded all 
men to ſearch them; and has pointed them out 
2s the only channel through which ſalvation 
may be obtained, For in them, ſays he, 
« are the words of eternal life, and they are 
« they which teſtify of me.” Be affured of 
it, that the whole 20rd of God is profitable. both to 
ſinners and believers.---It is profitable unto fin- 


; ert, being the word of ſalvation God hath 
N ſent unto them, wherein he declares the ex- 
5 ceeding ſinfulneſs of their ſin, the dreadful 


puniſument of every offence they are charge- 

able with, and the inflexible juſtice of the ſo- 
vereign Lawgiver and Judge of all. All things 

witten in the book of the law, in its holy 

T precepts and awful threatenings, conſpire to 
ive them an undeceiving view of their real 
character, and to deſtroy every ground of hope 

that ignorance and pride would eſtabliſh in _ 

their own works of righteouſneſs, To them 

tle grace of God opens its boundlefs ſtores, 
oetling to them a ſufficient and ſuitable re- 

medy in Jeſus Chriſt, and aſſuring them, that 

he finner who cometh to him ſhall never hunger, 

Wat the wretched ſoul which Believeth on him 
ball never thirſt. Hereby ſinners receive the 
Fovledge of in, as a tranſgreflion of the di- 
ne law; and hereby they receive the know. 
H 2 
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edge 1 mercifully provided in 
Chrift, and revealed in the goſpel, for the im- 
mediate benefit of the guilty and ſelf-· deſtroyed. 
The whole word of God is alſo profitable to 
believers, that they may ſtand perſect and complete 
in the faith and obedience ot all the revealed 
will of God, When the apoſtle exhorts Tins- 
- thy to continue gn the things which he had learned, 
and had been aſſured of, he congratulates him 
upon his early acquaintance with the word of 
God; reminding him that from à child he bad 
known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to mate 
him wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith which i 
in Chriſt Jeſus. Hp then gives a preciſe ac- 
count of the original and uſefulneſs of the ho- 
1 ly oracles, affirming, that all ſcripture is given 
= by inſpiration of Cod, and is profitable for deftring 
for reproof, for carrection, for inſlruftion in righ- 
Fo © feouſneſs: that the man of God may be a com- 
plete Chriſtian, or an accompliſhed miniſter; 
and, in either of theſe characters, may be er 
. fect, throughly furniſbed, by all the inſpired wri- 
N tings, unto all good Works, EE of 


Ar this alarming juncture of time, when it 

is generally allowed, that popery is advancing, 
with large ſtrides, into the nation, and nume- 
1 rous converts are brought into the commi- 
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nion of the church of Rome, we durſt not be 
filent ; but animated with zeal for ſound doc- 
trine, and fimplicity of worſhip, diſcipline, 
and manners, we judged ourſelves peculiarly 
called upon, as miniſters of the golpel, to 
make the. molt, vigorous oppoſition, in our 
—_ the; incroaching evil; by attempt- 


aſonable and cloſe application of ſcrip- 


- ture-truths, for manifeſting to the judgment, 


the true ſtate and condition of the Roman ca- 
tholic.church ; which glories i in her ſhame, in 
teaching for doctrines the commandments of 
men: whereby it elearly appears, that ſhe 
is ſo totally different, not only in her ce- 
remonies, and many of her doctrines, but 

in her very ſpirit and conſtitution, from the 
church of Chriſt; that ſhe can no more be 
called a Chriſtian church, than Pagan Baby- 
lon herſelf; and that her religion, inſtead of 
being agreeable to the truth of the goſpel of 

Chriſt, is a catholic apoſtacy from it, to a 
myſterious, blaſphemous, idolatrous ſuperſtition ; un- 
* r the deluſive influence of which, the peo- 
ple turn away their ear from the truth, reject 


2 found defirine, and adopt fables and falſehood 


in its room; and therefore all approaches to 


her communion muſt be highly 8 to 
the ſouls of x men. 
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We have done, when we have added, that 
popery is a religion, not only fundamentally 
and totally wrong,---a religion deſtructive of 
true Chriſtianity ; but containing principles 
dangerous in regard to the peace and ſafety 
of the ſtate. Among other doctrines of this 
ſort, which have been openly taught and pro- 
pagated in the church of Rome, the follow- 
ing are too notorious for any man, ever ſo 
moderately converſant with her hiſtory, to 
doubt of; viz. That the Fope has a direct do- 
minion over all Chriſtians, as to ſpirituals; and 
an indirect or conſequential dominion, as to 
temporals :---that no faith 1s to be kept with he- 
getics, in matters where the intereſts of pope- 
ry are concerned :---that force is lawful, and 
ought to be uſed in matters of religion :---nay, 
that no other ſyſtem of opinions, ought to be to- 
lerated in any Chriſtian ſtate, but the ſyſtem of 
the church of Rome :---moreover, that it is the 
>» dutyofChriſtian-rulers to extirpateall others by 
fire and ſword, and by every other inſtrument 
of cruelty, or method of oppreſſion: and that, 
in ſhort, the plea of conſcience is not to be ad- 
mitted, where-ever the members of this 
church happen to be the dne. and can 
enforce obedience. 
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How dangerous ſuch opinions, as theſe are, 
to ſociety, muſt be too level to every appre- 
henſion, to need being enlarged upon! They 
are utterly inconſiſtent with the peace. ſafety, 
and liberty of mankind; and therefore e- 
very ſtate, and every Weine has an und oubt- 
ed right to guard againft them. It has an 
undoubted right; becauſe it has an undoubt- 
ed right to defend ĩtſelf, and becauſe the prin- 
ciple of ſelf-preſervation i is the firſt law of all 
created beings. 


Trxar hardſhips ſhould be laid, or continu- 
ed when laid, upon Proteſtant- ſubjects, whoſe 
attachment to government hath been long 
manifeſted, and experienced, and whoſe, 
principles lead them to acknowledge a moral, 
i divine, obligation upon men to keep their 
promiſes, to fulſil their contracts, and to per- 
form their oaths, no viſible reaſon can be aſ- 
figned: but that Papiſts ſhould both be laid, 
and continued under reſtrictions, reaſon will 
allow, and in ſome ſenſe, demands; becauſe 
they are not capable of proper allegiance to 

the, government, nor of giving proper ſecu- 

rity to their proteſtant neighbours, as Qn * 
ing a foreign juriſdiction, which in their 
view, is empowered, to diſpenſe with the ob- 
ligation of all laws, human and divine. | 


( 64') 
As faithful proteſtant · fubjects, warm with 
the ſincere love of liberty, legal and regular 


Britiſh liberty, we cannot therefore forbear, 


publicly declaring out apprehenſions of the 


bad conſequences, which may reſult from re- 


pealing the laws, which the prudence of our 


forefathers enacted, againſt popery ; not to 


perſecute, but to defend themſelves againſt 
perſecution. This is undeniably a matter 
which may prove of the utmoſt conſequence 
to the welfare of theſe kingdoms ; and there- 
fore is juſtly regarded as a matter of very ſe- 
rious, and very uneaſy conſideration, by ma- 
ny wiſe and good men of different denomi- 
nations, as well as by us, and the People of 


our connections. 1% 


IT is no ear; that there is a great number 


of emifſaries of the church of Rome diſguiſed in 
Scotland : and ſhould they be allowed, ſup- 


ported, and countenanced in the public ex- 


erciſe of their religion, by a legal toleration, a- 


mong us: who can tell what harveſt, a clergy 


ſo numerous, ſo ſubtle, and ſo well furniſhed 
with arguments proper to work on vulgar, 
uneducate and unprincipled minds, may 


be able to make in a country, now, through 
the prevalence of infidelity, ignorance, luxu- 


vas. 6 
EIS 


k 


(%) 
| iy, and 8 ſo much detpoiled of all 
religion, and feeling the want of it! And 
when their numbers and power are increaſed, 

can we doubt but they will recover the ſpirit 
of their religion, and act accordingly? 338 

Besip-s, long and invariable experience 
has (hewn,. that Proteſtant-ſtates cannot, 
(conſiſtently with juſtice, and the rights of 
conſcience), be too much on their guard, a- 
gainſt thoſe who are 'zealouſly attached to a 
ſyſtem, which has ever proved a powerful en- 
gine for the ſupport of arbitrary power; and 
conſequently, in the. higheſt degree, perni- 
cious to 3 civil and E e | 


i 


ir is true indeed, that the Englih Papiſts, | 
before they. can receive any benefit from the 
late alteration of the law in their favour, are 


obliged to ſwear; that it is an-impious tenet to 


believe that faith may be broken with here- 
tics, Oc. And it is equally true, that many 
of them liave ſworn it. And this is ſaid to 
be a ſufficient ſecurity for their heing good 
ſudbjects, and good members of ſociety. But 

if an oath docs not ſo aſcertain to us the ſin- 
cerity of the ſwearer, that we may reaſonably; 
repoſe confidence in what he aſſerts or pro- . 


WL 

miles, it is a plain caſe, that it is no oath for 
confirmation, and can afford no ſolid ground 
of ſecurity. And that the oath ſworn, on the 
preſent occaſion, by the Roman Catholics, is 
of this nature, will appear to be no falſe, no 
ill-natured imputation, when it is conſidered, 
that Papiſts are obliged to believe, that the 
deciſions of general councils are infallible with 
reſpect to faith and morals ;---that it is an un- 
queſtionable matter of fact, proved to be ſuch, 
by the moſt inconteſtible evidence, that the 
general council of Conſtance eſtabliſhed the 
lawfulneſs of breaking faith with heretics ;--- 
that conſequently Papiſts are bound, by their 
received and avowed principles, to believe 
that doctrine. And that therefore, when they 
{wear they do not believe it, they muſt ſwear 
againſt principle. And when people are 

known to, {wear againſt principle, it can ne. 
- ver be the part of wiſdom to truſt them 


| 8 is laid that Ries 13 greatly 3 

from what it was in former times; but a due 
attention and conſideration, will, we Pre- 
ſume, diſcover this to be a groe ndleſs imagi- 
nation. Does not the claim to infallibility, 
which has long been made by the church of 
Rome, give uniformity, ſtability, and perma- 
nency to all her doctrines? and has it been 


6 
given up? Or have any of the late Popes anJ 
councils renounced theſe horrid errors which 
their infallible predeceſſors taught? No ſuch 
thing can be pretended, far leſs proved. But 
her cruelties are at leaſt lefs ſevere, and leſs 
frequent than formerly ; and France is often 
referred to, as an example of the mildneſs 
of modern Popery. We muſt obſer ve, how- 
ever, that Popery in France, during the laſt fix- 
ty years, has appeared, not with the name, but 


with the iniquity and vengeance of the inqui- 8 


ſition. - Of this aſſertion, two edits, revived 
in 1745, and executed with the utmoſt Ti. 
gour, afford moſt affecting proofs. Theſe e- 
dicts the clergy purchaſed, by making a very 
large advance in their free gift: for, we are, 
.told, that though the utmoſt ftretch of their 
liberality had not exceeded ſixteen, their Zeal 
againſt .bereſy worked them up to twenty 
four millions of livres. And the utmoſt miſe- 

ry and . deſolation to che diſtrict of MonT&UBANg 
and to the adjacent countries, were the {ſpeedy 
SORE of theſe revived EDicrs. 
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zeal and ardour for their religion, which is nex b 
Cefſlary to check, and to counterbalance the tor- 7 
Tent, and the effects of that fiery violent zeal, . 
which animates the prieftly tribe of Romiſh fl 
emiſſaries: who, as if they did believe their t 
compounded ſyſtem to be the pure, the true, t 
and only religion, are moſt artful and moſt b 
induſtrious, by all poſſible means, to propa- 4 
d 
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* Notes on the Warning n Pepery. b 

hi 

. 44. The ſpirit of es | 18 the N and th 

_ Hoguinary r of our deſperately wicked hearts, De. co 
E 

" Facrs a are the faireſt and cleareſt proofs of an impeach- an 
ment. Their evidence can neither be overturned by argu- & 
ment, nor traverſed and negatived by impudence. That ſe; 
gur readers may perceive the juſtneſs and vigour of the epi- lo 
thets vindictive and ſanguinary, and ſome others in the bo- pa 
J of the Warning, we ſet before them the ſollowing ex- Ve 
tracts concerning the execution of heretics, at che inſtiga- Tt 
tion of the holy inquiſition, ne called arena eff 
or aft of faith. . , | t 3 . tio 
p , 2 aff 

Tas priſoners being given up by the inquifition, are the 
loaded with chains, and hurried before the ſecular judge, am 
who aſks them, In what religion, they do intend to die? in 


If they fay, They will die in the Proteſtant, or in any q- 

ther faith contrary to the Roman, they are called profeſſ- : £7 
ed and ſentenced to be burnt alive. At the place of 8 anc 
cution, two Jeſuits mount the ladder with them and ex- Lit 


4 6). 5 ; 


hort them to be reconciled to the church of Rome. Lay 
refuſe, the executioner aſcends, and having chained their 
bodies to a ftake, leaves them. The Jeſuits go up a 'ſer 
cond time, to renew the exhortation, and at parting tell 
them, that they leave them to the devil, who is ſtanding. at 
their elbow to receive their ſouls, and carry them with him 
to the flames of hell- fire, ſo ſgon as they are out of their 
bodies. Upon this a ſhout is raiſed, and the cry is, Let 
the dogs beards, let the dogs bears be made: which is 
done by thruſting flaming f furzes faſtened to a long pole 
"againft their faces. The beards being made, or trimined, 2s 
they inhumanly and wantonly call it, and the faces of the 
ſufferers burnt to a coal, fire. is ev to the fur, at the 
bottom of the ſtake, above which they are chained ſg 
high, that the top of the flame feldom reaches higher than 
the ſeat they ſit. on. If the day be calm, the ſufferers are 
commonly dead in about half an hour aſter the fire is kinds 
led; but if the day be windy, they ſometimes live an hour 
and a half, or two hours; ſo that they are really roaſted to 
dath. © This dreadful ſpectacle is beheld by people of both 
ſexes, and all ages, with tranſports of 5 joy and fatizfaQtion ; : 
ſo that a bull feaſt-or farce are dull entertainments, in com- 


pariſon with the burning of heretics, Dr Geddes's Das : 


Vol. I. page 447. The ſame author obſerves, - Page $30," 
That the reader may not think that this inhuman joy is the 
effect of a natural cruelty, that is in thoſe peoples ba diet. 
tion, and not of the ſpirit of their religion; he may reſt 
aſſured, that all public malefactors, &cept are have. 
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Mr Wilcox bin 8 the regie Eto 20.24 gas 


and afterwards biſhop of Rocheſter, in his letter dated "5 by 


Len, January 15. 1706, to Dr "PF then biſhop of 
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Saliſbury, fays of an Aute-de-fe about that time, The wo- 
man was ahve in the flames half an hour, and the man above 
an hour. The king and his brothers were ſeated at a win. 
dow, ſo near as to be addreſſed a confiderable time, in very 
moving terms, by the man as he was burnigg. But though 
che favour he begged was only a few more faggots, yet he 
Was not able to obtain it. Being faſtened to the ſtake” fix 
Feet higher than the faggots, and the wind a little freſh, bis 
binder parts were perigatly waſted, nd as he turned himſelf 
his ribs opened before h he left fpeakivg, the bre being re- 

ervited as it walled, to keep him juſt in the ſame degree of 
hent.. But ill his entreaties could nat proeure him a larger 
allowance of wond to ſhorten his miſery and diſpateh him. 
To which we add. Theſe are the ſpirit, the principles, the 
tender merciegs of popery.——OQur readers may ſupply the 


e Of this aſſertion, two edits, 253324 in 1746: 


and e ur, afford moſt af. 
e 3 Fe . 
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Fic French King's Edit againſt the eule in 
2 February 1. 1745. FE 


Herezs, notwithſtanding the Gre edits, de- 
clarations, and ordonnances, prohibiting the ex- 
_ erciſe of the pretended reformed religion, his Majeſty is aſ- 
ſured that afſemblies have been frequently held of late with- 
in the diſtrict of Montauban ; he, being deſirous to prevent 
them for the future, has ardained, and does hereby ordain, 
that agreeably to the ſaid edicts, Ac. proceſſes ſhall be iſſucd 
out, and carried into execution, againſt all preachers, bo 
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Aber have heretofore called together, or ſhall hereafter "= 
femble. ſuch meetings within the faid diſtri ; or have 21 
ready preached, or ,exerciſed therein any function, or ſhall 
40 fo from this time. He ordains che like, moreover, a- 
galoſt all and every one, of his ſubjects, of every tank and 
condition, who ſhall either have been already diſcovered to 
have deen in the ſaid aſſemblies, or, hall hereafter be At. 
| covered, or ſhall be there taken 1 in n the fact 3 4 
that they be condemned. to the pains "and penakies of the 
laid edifts, Cc. It is mareover, "his Mr vill and plea- 
fure, that the intendant and commiſſary « of the ſaid diſtrict, 
S nen who ſhall be known to have afliſted at 
the ſaid aſſemblies, but were not ſeized upon the ſpot, t to be 
fent out of hand, without ſo much as the formality, or even 
appearance” of a tryal, to his majeſty's gallies for life, there 
to ſerve as ſlaves; and the women and girls to be for cogy” 


N Gut ut up in places which ft ſhall | be appointed, for them. a 
At is moreover, his Majeſty's expreſs command; to the 

ſaid mtendant and commiſſary of the diſtrict of Montanhan, 4 
1 and to his bailiffs, feneſchals, and other officers and juſti - 
og in their ſeveral ſtations, as it ſhall reſpectively belong 

| > them, punktually to obſerve this preſent edict, -which _ 
ſhall be read, publiſhed, and fixed up wherever It hall be 
necellary, ſo that no one may plead ignorance thereof. 
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L French King's Evict again fle 33 3 

be France, February 16. 1745. i 1 FS 
* 7 Hereas his Majeſty has been iuformed, that wot. 8 


all che various * and penalties implicd 1 in the 


n) 


— 4 


edicts, declarations, and ordonnances, that have been pb. ä 


bliſhed againſt ſuch as aſſiſt at the une ful aſſemblies Of: 
the new converts, have been ſufficient) 7 put a ſtop to ſuch 
meetings; ſeeing the fear of pumiſhmeſt makes but a light 
impreſſion on minds ſo filled with 1 whilſt each indi- 
vidual flatters himſelf that he ha eſcape ; his Majeſty be- 
ing denrous to put an effettal flop to theſe diſorders, which 
would of themſelves entirely ceaſe, were they not favoured 
and encouraged, by the evil counſels, connivance, and fi- 
lence of thoſe, who, having knowledge always of theſe al 
ſemblies, and fearing themſelves to be ſurpriſed in the af- 
frmblies, do nevertheleſs permit their children and ſervants 


to attend them, and even ſend them thither ; by all which 


they are not lefs gullty of diſobedience, than they who ali 
it them ; he has determined to oblige all the new converts, 


for their own intereſt, either to forſake, or to make known © 


ſuch aſſemblies, of which they have always information; or 

«fe to-puniſh them as accomplices of the ſaid aſſemblies, by 
ſettling arbitrary penalties of money, to be paid hereafter ins: 
diſcrimmately by all the new converts of the ſeveral cantons: 
of the diſtrict of Montauban, wherein ſuch aſſemblies ſhalb 
be held. To theſe purpoſes his 82852 has W $2ids and 
does hereby or dai, 


1. 0 Wage the whole diſtrict of Momanban being di- 


vided into ſeveral circuits or diviſions, each of which ſhall | 


contain a particular number of communities, according to a 


ſtate. which is to be taken of the ſeveral diviſions, by lis 
Majeſty's intendant of the diſtrict appointed for that pur: 
poſe, allæbe mew converts, through the whole of each cir- 
cuit or diviſion, ſhall be reſponſible for every aſſembly that 
ſhall be held within the limits of any of the communit! of 
whieh each circuit or diviſion ſhall be compoſed. n 
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2 «The nejj Schweres of esch dirifion, withio+whols., * 21 


init it ſhall appeariſhit any aſſemblies have been held, ſhall - 
be, condemned, aufn ge much a the ſormality, or eren 
the appearance of ati, by tlie ſaid intendant, to pay ſuch a 

fine, as he ſhall arbitran determine, proportioned to their 
abilities; as likewiſe all charges incurred by the ſeveral - 
meaſures taken on account pf che ſaithaſſemblies., And the 
illelfment of the ſaid fines and charges, „ball be made by 
him upon 'al/ the new converts contained in the lifts of - ' 
the poll-tax, throughout the ſeveral communities of the d- 
nſo0. "7 "BY ; „ ER IS 
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3. * It is his Majeſty's pleaſure, that they of the new 
wnverts, who as Catholicks fulfil their duty, and have this 
teſtified by the certificates of their biſhops, or their grand 
ricars, vouching that they frequent the church and the ſa- 
:raments, and that, for at leaſt the three immediately fore- 
going and ſucceſlive years, they have regularly executed all, 
their paſchal duties, ſhall be exempted from che above de- 
mands ; provided always that there is no proof of their ha- 


ng been aſſiſting in, or their favouring the above mention» 4 
ed aſſemblies. 5 EE 


4. The new converts of any one of theſe communities 
ef any divifion, within whoſe limits an afſembly ſhall be 
keld, who ſhall inform and give proof of ſuch aſfembly, thall — 7 
likewiſe be excepted from the above demands. And if the © ©. 
information ſhall be given ſo ſcaſqnably, that the aſſembly 
may be ſurpriſed, then all the. inhabitants of that commun 


ty ſhall be diſcharged from the fine, and their ſhare throw . 

upon the reft of the divifion. | d 
B REED | „ * „ £4 
5. If any aſſembly ſhall be held within the limits uf 2 


any community, which, being compriſed wholly of ancient 
atholics, is not contained in the ſtate taken of the ſaid + _ 
divifions ; in that caſe; the fine ſhall be paid by the ditions 2 % - 7 
N to the place where ſuch aſſembly was held, in ſuck a. a 
der as ſhall be appointed by the aforeſaid intendant. 5 4.53/00 
TE | "_ | e 
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en 


26 1 te ff it ſhall happen chat any aſſembly is held upen at 
1255 75 2 . whoſe right is conteſted between two communities gf 
different diviſions, in that caſe, the fine ſhall, be paid by tht 
divifions neareſt to the conteſted places to be re ae liked 
wiſe at the will of the intendant, 


3 


7. „In the ſettlement of] the demands, every. partical 
member who ſhall be fined, ſhall-he compelled to pay the 
ſhares, by a ſufficient military wk 3 8 for that pu 


pole. 


$8, « And forafmvch 2s the eds reception the nel 
converts afford within their houſes, notwithſtanding all o 
former prohibitions, to ſuch preachers as come from abroad 
or are educated in the country, and who are the chief au- | 
thors of the aſſemblies, is what enables thoſe preachers ial 
keep them up, his Majeſty ordains that all the new converty 
. bol the communities of any diviſion, within whoſe limite any 
"MN . preacher ſhall be taken, ſhall be condemned in a fine of 30088 
a Livres, payable to the informers who occaſioned his being 
taken; and that, ſeparate from the proceſs that ſhall bet 

beguri, and completed according to the rigor of the fors 

L mer edits, Oc. againſt him in whoſe houſe ſuch pre 
= ſhall be found, 


| HI « His majeſty 9014 a not be le; in the leaſt to! 
derogate, by the preſent edict, from the tenor of forme 


| 1 


. © edicts, tc. given out on account of the above named aſſen 
VF blies; and eſpecially nc, from that of February 1/3, of ti 
| ; preſent year, which ſhall be executed according to the full 
[| tenor thereof. And his Majeſty ſtrictly enjoins the initets 


„ IH dant of the diſtrict of Montauban, carefully to attend to the 

=. execution of this preſent edict, whigh ſhall be publiſhed and 
. ſtxed up wherever it ſhall be judged neceſſary, that no oy 
may pretend ignorance thereof. Given at Verſailles fem 
by 16. 1745. Signed, . Lewis. 


> be: Maeve, By the King Phelps 
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